Massena's Retreat

with broad shoulders and well-developed chest. Of the
cruiser, rather than the battleship build, the greyhound,
rather than the mastiff breed, he seemed made all for
speed and action, yet strong as steel, and capable of great
endurance.

The expression of his face in repose, it is said, was grave
and almost stern j but the smile breaking through was a
thing not easily to be forgotten, nor the loud cheery laugh
or the mischievous twinkle in his eye when a good joke was
abroad.

It was a strong virile face, with pronounced nose, and
aquiline features, surmounted by a crop of crisp dark hair
which showed a decided inclination to curl.

The eyes, a deep violet blue, were perhaps its most arresting
feature; " full of fire " as they have so often been described,
they were the mirror of his ardent spirit. On occasion
they could be stern eyes, and an offender might well quail
before them, but they could also be kind and tender eyes,
and children never feared their glance.

They were sometimes tired eyes, when the burden of life
pressed too heavily; and always they were eagle eyes, and
seemed to embrace the universe in their sweeping, searching
glance.

Looking at Arthur Wellesley at this period of his life one
would have said that he expressed above all things, pent-up
energy, or a great driving force, before which everything

Sbeier, who constantly saw him, describes him as " a little above the
middle height, well limbed and muscular; with little incumbrance of
flesh beyond that which gives shape and manliness to the outline of
the figure. . . -** (Moyk Sherer, Military Memoirs of the Duke of
JPcBmgttm, VoL I, p. 50.)
"In height he measuied about 5 feet 9 inches'* says Gkig.
Briafa&oot and .Gfeig, LxfeafWeKngtan, Vol. IV>J>. 235, and again on
aootber occasion Gleig describes him as " Rather above than below
die middle size . . /' (Brialmont and Glei& L$e cf WeOm&on, Vol.
212